REPORT TO ALCTS EDUCATION COMMITTEE
ALCTS/PARS

January 15, 2005

830-1100 am

ALA Midwinter, Boston MA

1. Preservation Education Directory 

The structure and presentation of the Preservation Education Directory, 8th edition was updated by the ALCTS office. The new version will be mounted on the ALA web site in the next several weeks. The ALCTS/PARS Education Committee will discuss mechanisms for updating the content at Annual 2005. 

2. Programs
Preservation Assessment: Understanding Problems and Developing Real Solutions

Friday, January 14, 2005

8:30 am -12:00 pm

This course was cancelled due to low registration. This time slot may have negatively influenced the ability of members to participate. At mid-winter many do not travel to the venue until Friday. ALCTS should work with the Chair, Jacob Nadal, to offer this at Annual 2005.
New Frontiers in Emergency Preparedness

Friday, January 14, 2005

1:00 pm -5:00 p m

In total, 14 people attended this workshop. The symposium focused on introduction of “DPlan,” an online template designed by MBLC and NEDCC for Massachusetts cultural institutions to be released March 2005. This tool, available at no cost, allows registrants to input information and receive, in return, a customized disaster plan. Participants were interested in finding a means of making it available nationwide. NEDCC is already exploring possibilities for collaboration. Other sponsors would be responsible for maintaining a database of area suppliers and services. In addition, BPL Director Bernard Margolis reported on a recent initiative, CEMT (“cement”) -- Cultural Emergency Swat Team. This would be a group of first responders, including members of FEMA, MEMA, and BEMA, as well as area experts in collections recovery. While there is yet any funding for this initiative, they are currently working on policies and guidelines for who to turn to for assistance.
Other programs out of PARS are “Preservation Education Needs for the Next Generation of Information Professionals,” (Saturday June 25 1030 to 1230), “Saving Sound in Small Collections: Introduction to Audio Preservation,” (Sunday June 26 400-530 pm), and Analog and Digital Preservation Technology: Managing Transition I and II (Saturday June 25 800-1000 am, and Sunday 800 to 1000 am, respectively). Tom Teper may organize a pre-conference on preservation management, but apparently this is still tentative.
3. Action Steps
The following came out of the ALCTS/PARS Education Committee and were submitted to the Executive Committee:

As a follow-up to the Discussion Group meeting regarding core competencies, the ALCTS PARS Education Committee suggested that in the next discussion group meeting there be a discussion about ways of improving communication between ALISE, PARS, and LAMA/Library Organization and Management Section, as well as the new library support staff section. A forum will be planned based on the outcomes of this discussion.

A core competencies policy statement, in keeping with the ALCTS Educational Policy and parallel to the AIC policy should be generated by/with the Policy, Planning & Research Committee that addresses all levels of librarianship – library faculty, professionals, and support staff.

It was recommended that all ALCTS offerings offer course credits to ensure wide CE participation in the field. 
4. ALA Strategic Plan

The ALCTS/PARS Education Committee submitted the following recommendations for the ALA Strategic Plan:

Goal Area II: Education

(a) Renumber items as listed as 1, 3, 4, 2

(b) Add as Objective 5. “Review accreditation and educational standards regularly to ensure their maintenance.”
