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Working Title: Guidelines for Managing Microforms
Revision of: Guidelines for Handling Library Orders for Microforms, 1977

Purpose, Objectives, Goals of Publication: The purpose of this publication is to revise the existing outdated publication and provide libraries with a responsive resource of current best practices for dealing with new and existing microform collections.  There is a need to address new technology and hardware that is dramatically improving access to microform collections, bibliographic records, current vendors and resources, as well as reflect on the current decreases in acquisition levels.  There is also a need to include current initiatives and ongoing issues related to microforms that libraries are facing such as remote storage, conversion of older formats, the influence of digitization, availability of catalog records, and the possible future use of microforms in libraries.   

The attrition of microform is being driven by similar budget constraints that acquisitions librarians observed over the past decade when they were forced to dip into monographic funds in order to pay their periodical invoices.  Currently, the electronic tail is wagging the dog’s serials’ budgets and is mercilessly dipping into that till.  

Despite the dramatic rise in the number of electronic serials, many libraries continue to collect microforms due to their proven archival merit and the growing realization that not everything is going to be available in electronic form in the near future.  Even those libraries that are not actively collecting microforms will still have them in their collections for the foreseeable future (e.g. ERIC microfiche, which is no longer produced).  Therefore, an enhanced version of this publication is very relevant. 

This revision will address many unresolved issues and will be made available to librarians in both print and electronic format.

Task force to do revision: Kitti Canepi, Michelle Sitko,  (Someone from Cataloging  & Preservation?)

Expected completion date for the revision: 1 year from the date publication proposal accepted
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