MOTION BY THE ASSOCIATION FOR LIBRARY COLLECTIONS & TECHNICAL SERVICES

on behalf of the

PRESERVATION AND REFORMATTING SECTION

for

REVISION OF THE INTERLIBRARY LOAN CODE OF THE UNITED STATES 

and the 

INTERLIBRARY LOAN CODE OF THE UNITED STATES EXPLANATORY SUPPLEMENT 

PROHIBITING THE USE OF PRESSURE SENSITIVE ADHESIVES

ON LOANED MATERIALS


The Association for Library Collections & Technical Services (ALCTS), on behalf of the Preservation and Reformatting Section (PARS), submit this unopposed motion to the American Library Association, Reference & User Services Association (RUSA) to revise the Interlibrary Loan Code of the United States and the Interlibrary Loan Code of the United States Explanatory Supplement to prohibit the application of pressure sensitive adhesives, including labels, notes, or tapes, on loaned materials by requesting institutions.

Background

In 2001 the use of pressure sensitive labels for use with the ILLiad system was prevalent. Preservation specialists at several large research libraries recognized the damage they were causing, and could cause, to materials with long-term research value. Subsequent research at the National Archives and Records Administration about the damaging effects of the similar Post-It Note adhesive confirms the preservation communities concerns. The adhesive hardens and leaves a film that becomes acidic; this results in eventual discoloration and brittleness.  Adhesive residues remain even when the notes are removed immediately. Anecdotal evidence from libraries across the United States include damage to decorated cloth bindings, damage to the surface of pamphlet bindings and others that have bare boards, difficulty removing the labels, and tearing of fragile or brittle papers. While most requesting libraries seem to be using paper bands, and are cooperative when asked not to adhere pressure sensitive labels to borrowed materials, there are still many institutions using these sticky labels because they do not understand the damage they can cause. As of January 2006 OCLC reports 693 participating institutions in the ILLiad system. 

Findings

Pressure sensitive adhesives should never be applied to borrowed material. Members of the Preservation and Reformatting Section recommend that pressure sensitive adhesive labels associated with loaned materials should be affixed to flags or paper bands, not to materials themselves, by requesting libraries. This would be in keeping with section 4.9 and 4.13 of the ILL Explanatory Supplement. It is our suggestion that the draft statement, below, be inserted into these sections. 

Conclusions

In 2001, and again in 2005, preservation specialists recommended that PARS formally communicate with the ILL community to instigate change with regard to the use of pressure sensitive adhesives. There is consensus that the use of pressure sensitive adhesives, including labels, notes, and tapes, should be specifically prohibited and that the most effective means of implementing this recommendation is to include this in the American Library Association’s ILL guidelines, the Interlibrary Loan Code of the United States and its Explanatory Supplement.

Draft Statements for the Interlibrary Loan Code of the United States and/or Explanatory Supplement

The requesting library shall not adhere any pressure sensitive adhesive, including labels, notes, Post-It Notes (, tapes, or other such products to any borrowed item. ILL labels should be affixed only to flags or paper bands, not to, in, or on the material itself, or its dust jacket.
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