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AGENDA
Introduction (Karen Brown)
Selection and Program Management (Janet Gertz)
This session discusses program management and selection of materials for digital conversion within the context of long-term preservation of the digital files. Selection criteria include whether the item or collection has sufficient value to justify digitization and whether digitization is appropriate, whether the institution has the intellectual property rights to create and disseminate digital versions and the infrastructure to carry out a digitization project and preserve the digital product. Success in establishing a digitization project or program requires setting realistic goals, careful planning, and allowing time for experimentation.

Metadata (Robin Wendler)
Scalable, sustainable preservation of digital content over time is still in its early days, and the task seems daunting. For an archive to effectively monitor its content to assess preservation needs, the archive must know as much as possible about the technical and functional characteristics of its digital objects and record that information as metadata. Efforts such as PREMIS, JHOVE, and GDFR aim to reduce the burden on individual archives by creating a preservation metadata standard, a file identification and characterization tool, and a registry of technical information about digital formats.

Robust Tools for Archiving and Preserving Digital Assets (Joseph Jaja)
This talk introduces some of the tools developed at the University of Maryland to manage the long term preservation of digital assets. In particular, it describes a novel software environment PAWN (Producer-Archive Workflow Network) that provides a flexible and scalable platform for creating and securely ingesting distributed digital information into an archive while allowing flexible interactions between the producer and the archive. PAWN is policy-driven with built-in core functions and policies that can be customized to address the ingestion requirements for any archiving community. I will also introduce ACE (Auditing Control Environment) that continually audits the content of the archive to ensure its integrity over the long term. All the tools are platform independent and are based on open standards and web technologies.

Conclusions and Questions
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