Serial Binding Assessment Questions

1. Please state your name, title, and library.

Jeanne Drewes

Chief, Binding and Collections Care

Library of Congress

2. How are your users primarily accessing journals (e.g., electronically, in print, both)?  In your opinion, will serial usage at your library change over the next 5-10 years?  If so, how? Depends on title,  we provide much electronic access but also have many many titles only available in paper

3. Over the past 5-10 years, what has been the trend in commercial binding at your library?  If applicable, please discuss factors such as budgets, space issues, and e-journals.  We continue to bind a great deal, but we also consider ourselves the library of record with responsibility to preserve for a very long time

4. If your library employs commercial binding, what is the workflow and how successful has it been?  Work comes from many curatorial units, for serials much of the prep work is done at the unit and comes to BCCD already to go to the binder.  This was started some years ago with the understanding that the curatorial unit had a better understanding of the title because they checked it in and served it so knew best when to pull for binding.

5. Besides contract binding, what other methods of storage and protection has your library utilized in order to preserve its print serials?  Have these methods been effective?  We box many materials 

6. If commercial binding of print journals was ceased or greatly reduced at your library, would this have an effect on your collection?  If so, how?  Can’t imagine it will cease,  we have stopped binding 2nd copies which is a great savings.

7. Additional comments.

8. May I contact you for follow-up questions?  I realize I am not the audience you wished to survey as I don’t fit your description but I am happy to speak with you

9. jdre@loc.gov  or call 202 707 5330  Jeanne Drewes
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Please return to lorrie.d@gmail.com by August 3, 2007.


