A Mew Year

Health and Safety

Perbaps nof since the Flonence (loods af 1956 has the
conservation prodession Faced challenges of the magnitude
we Faced last vear, Closest 1o home was the devastation
froim hurrcane Katrina Gend lile sister Rita, OF even wider
sgabe dizmuption were the Southern Asian tsunami {techni
cally late 200kb) and the carthguake in Pakistin,

H05 should mark a new day for conservation prepansdness
im the U5 amd worldwide. As g profession, we now Enow the
matgnitude of what we need 10 be prepanng for, We Enow
thatl people come first, before arl and material coliere, We
ko we may nol be able to rely on infrastrocture. And, we
know that there are much worse things than the loss of cul-
tural heritage.

I was locky enough 1o have been chosen to be on the Girs
HEART (Hiztory Emergency Assistance Becovery Team)
fgm intd Losisiana, The proaject wis orgamined amd Gunded by
AASLH (Amencan Association for Stee and Local Histony
with the conservation feam asscmhbled by AIC, (Headed by
ponge ather than WAACs oulgoing, caigoing President, Bey
Perking, the response coordingtor for A s Emergency Pre-
petredness, Besponse, and Recovery Committee.

{in the conservation side, we were a dream-icam - capable
al’ handling almosi any conservation obstacle thrown ag us.
Diwved Cioist, had previous experience with FEMA, with
hurrecine recovery, amnd was the leader of Lhe consérvation
communily s Kialnna response from day -3 {before the hor-
recaum mgde landfall). Sharon Beanett trains the triners 1o
frain the trainers, An archivizsl, she has worked more with
wel recovery Lhan anyone B ve met. Bathane oa the AN
Emergency ... Commitiee. Nol surprisingly, | was the
Healih and Safety person on (e s,

When we arrived in Baton Rouge, we began learning from
the experience almost immediately. Unforiunately, what we
first learned is that it is possible to be foo early, On day 22
post-landfall, many sites were still not accessihle, and Mew
Orleans was still closed, requiring a police cscon 10 puss

the checkpoinis. This led 1o frestration and wasted fime on
our part, compounded by Hurricane Rite's approasched and
aur translormation from responders o relugees. The too
meager upside 15 that we were able 1o help some people, and
mamy lessons were learmed, some of which Ul iry 10 puss on
for yooun i Lhis codumn,

I haed brooght lods of supplies, pretty muoch following my
own recommendations from this calumn in September, The
item 1 did not think o bring, aliloggh it was on g number of
other lsls of emergency response supplies, wis a phodogra
pher’s vest with lots of pockets, (Anmd that's how 1 lost my
liftle head-worn Mashlight and a pair of leather gloves, | wis
carrving oo many things and [ost track of a few.)

One thing | fearned was how very imporiant it is 10 have
wiell-understond rules for entering a disaster sile. Before
entering o site, evervone involved must plan for a few emer-
sency conlingencies, Evervone needs o know who is lead-
g the beam indo the site. I might be a conservator, w stafl
member frim the facility invalved, or a secunity oflicer.
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Ihis sounds like common sense, O even basic Boy Scoul
camping rules, bul it does ol come naturally or easily,

leam members must resist the urge o wander off, While the
phvsical dangers 1o life and b should be fairly low by the
lime conservaiors are wandering around, there still coald

b somie uncxpected dangers present. Alzo, the collections
arg, one hopes, under some fomm of security, 17 vou leave the
aroaep, you might get locked owt and be physically unabic to
relum Eo your colleagses.

Before entenng the sibe, evervone shousld agree ona location

o et 1l the group becomes sepamted or if something bad
should happen. {The vehicle in which you arrived is an ob-
views chorce ) IF someone needs 10 leave the group, Lhe leud-
er musl be informed. I7 possible, the group shauld wiail in
the same location [or the individual 1o retuen or accompany
the person oul, IF that iz not possible, either don't leave ora
cheir means of rejoining the group must be worked oul

Ancther problem was technological. We had lals of gedoets:
digital cameras, video cameras, lapiops, cell phones, Palm
Pilods, and other items with rechargeahle batterics. [inless
yviou are prepared o work without any ol these toeols and voo
broasght lots of film and'or batteries, you need io prepane for
freding vour brood of high-tech gudgets.

A the technological junkic on our team, 1 had prepared
for keeping all my liile charges charged. 1 knew we would
bt traveling From site o sile 1na v, 5o 0 broughl enough
equipment 10 charge evervihing all a1 the sume time from a
cigareile hghler receplacle (also called an acoessory outlel)
10 i i OF Van,

First was an adapler 1o split the single accessory autlet inio
three, Then | connected a DC o AC power inverter 1o one
of the sutleis, | eomnected a mulii-plug cube into the AC
output of the inverter, (All these high tech appliances ake
very litile current, sooa reasonable inverler can power lots of
chargers at once. ) Then we could plug in laptops, cell phone
chargers. and battery chargers for the digital camcers and
video recorders. (You will notice in the rat's nest of swines in
the photo, a Palm Pilol, two cell phones, a batlery charzer
for the video camera, and wires tratling of to o laplop.)
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Depending on how muoch driving vou do versus how many recharaeable devices
vou need o do the job, you might need a Tast recharging battery pack 1o drive
the slower recharging devices, A computer LIPS (Uninterruptible Power Supply)
should do the dnick, IT vou leave vour devices charging when the vehicle i not
running {and the vehicle does nat switch-off the power to the cigarctie lighter
when it is turned off), you might want to gel a device that twrns of 7 the power
when the vehicle battery is parially drained to prevent running the battery down
iy the point of not being able 1o starl the car,

[Meere are better DC 10 AC fnverters and worse DO 10 AC inverters {the device 1o
convert 12 volt DC in the car to 110 valt AC), 1've had no problems with the one
1 use on field surveys o power my laptop (a Linksys Power2Go) and have had
noy problems with a similar looking device from Cofermnan, However, i unidt | pur-
chased om the road (a Cobra CP 2000 never worked and had an absurdiy restric-
tive warrantee; 1 just took a loss on it afier two calls (o get it repaired. 've heard
similar stories about other brands of inveriers. 5o, if you bay one, lest it out in
realistic conditions before needing to rely on it in the field.

IT there is power at the site vou are working on, you should have a poriable GEI
b connect between your equipment and the outlet. A GF] (Ground Fauli Inter-

rupth device minimizes clectrocution hazards. 15 power is not reliable, at the very

least a surge protector woald be a prudent way (o keep your goodics from getting
fricd by o power irregularity, Better would be an aforementioned LIPS, A gain,
for the multitude of low current applisnoes we use, a low watiage device would
be all thot is necded.

Having a video camera on hind is a very handy way o caplure lods of information
— both images and munning descriptions by the tesm, 1t is alzo indispensable Tor

updating filed notes after the survey, However, inan emergency, vou musl have

a cumers that can function onder exiremely low light levels. A number of digital
video cameras have an 1R mode that can record bluck und while footage in near

or even total darkness. The lack of this feature on one of our cameonders rendered
il mearly unusable a1 one site.

We ended up using paper forms for survevs, (1 hape o have a betier iechnological
sedution for the next disaster.) However, had we used a computer for survevs,

a sound and redundant backup strategy would have been absolutely necessary.

i Amomgst my supplics, | brought a USHEFireWire externul hard drive and o stack
of C10-Rs.) We did find o couple of USE key-chain drives (also called jump
drives, thumb drives. or Mash drives) were very uzeful.

We wene lucky 1o have a well-outfitied BV as a hase camp, Thiz allowed us (o
watch TV and see the reports of Hurricane Rita initieglly heading for one team-
member’s home and then veering and further demoralizing Southern Lonisiang,
Had we nod had o television (and generntor o power i), we could have beenin o
very serious predicament.

Every team responding 1o a natural disaster should have something like the etdn
FR-300 AMPEMITY LTV 2Weather Receiver, 1 is all that, and it has a kand-crank
ter charge a built-in rechargeable batiery. [tcan be set to monitor the LIS weather
radio hroadeasts for weather aleris. In addition, it has sdapters that allos yoo o
powernrecharge your cell phone, (1t also has a buili-in Oash light, Aashing red
fight, and =inzn, all of which cen be powered by the hand crank_ |

When responding o a disaster, please remember that the people who wenthered
the storm, survived the carthguake, or were delivered from deluge are people,
They have lives, family, pets. They huve complex emotions 0 work throsgh that
vou as o responder cannod imagine. The Last thing we, who are ml saving lives,
want to dois make things harder on these people. 1 con imagine nothing soocroel
s asking a museum prodessional o choose between checking on their family or
property or checking an their museum.

Cileris Sravroudis (5 g conservlor in privale peaeiioes,
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